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UNI TED NATI ONS FRAMEWORK CONVENTI ON ON CLI MATE CHANGE

The Parties to this Conventi on,

Acknowl edgi ng that change in the Earth's climate and its
adverse effects are a common concern of humanki nd,

Concerned that human activities have been substantially
i ncreasing the atnospheric concentrati ons of greenhouse gases,
that these increases enhance the natural greenhouse effect,
and that this will result on average in an additional warm ng
of the Earth's surface and atnosphere and nmay adversely affect
nat ural ecosystens and humanki nd,

Noting that the |argest share of historical and current
gl obal em ssions of greenhouse gases has originated in
devel oped countries, that per capita enm ssions in devel opi ng
countries are still relatively low and that the share of
gl obal em ssions originating in devel oping countries will grow

to meet their social and devel opnent needs,

Aware of the role and inportance in terrestrial and
mari ne ecosystens of sinks and reservoirs of greenhouse gases,

Noting that there are many uncertainties in predictions
of climate change, particularly with regard to the timng,
magni tude and regi onal patterns thereof,

Acknowl edgi ng that the global nature of climate change
calls for the w dest possible cooperation by all countries and
their participation in an effective and appropriate
international response, in accordance with their comon but
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities
and their social and econom c conditions,

Recal | ing the pertinent provisions of the Declaration of
the United Nations Conference on the Human Environnent,
adopted at Stockholmon 16 June 1972,

Recal ling al so that States have, in accordance with the
Charter of the United Nations and the principles of
international |law, the sovereign right to exploit their own
resources pursuant to their own environnmental and
devel opmental policies, and the responsibility to ensure that
activities wwthin their jurisdiction or control do not cause
damage to the environment of other States or of areas beyond
the limts of national jurisdiction,

Reaffirm ng the principle of sovereignty of States in
i nternational cooperation to address clinmate change,

Recogni zi ng that States should enact effective
environnmental |egislation, that environnental standards,
managenent objectives and priorities should reflect the
envi ronment al and devel opnental context to which they apply,
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and that standards applied by sone countries nmay be
i nappropriate and of unwarranted econom c and social cost to
ot her countries, in particular devel oping countries,
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Recal | ing the provisions of General Assenbly resol ution
44/ 228 of 22 Decenber 1989 on the United Nations Conference on
Envi ronnment and Devel opnent, and resol utions 43/53 of
6 Decenber 1988, 44/207 of 22 Decenber 1989, 45/212 of
21 Decenber 1990 and 46/ 169 of 19 Decenber 1991 on protection
of global climate for present and future generations of
manki nd,

Recal | ing al so the provisions of General Assenbly
resol ution 44/206 of 22 Decenber 1989 on the possible adverse
effects of sea-level rise on islands and coastal areas,
particularly Iowlying coastal areas and the pertinent
provi sions of General Assenbly resolution 44/172 of
19 Decenber 1989 on the inplenentation of the Plan of Action
to Conbat Desertification

Recal ling further the Vienna Convention for the
Protection of the Ozone Layer, 1985, and the Montreal Protocol
on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, 1987, as adjusted
and anmended on 29 June 1990,

Noting the Mnisterial Declaration of the Second Wrld
Cli mate Conference adopted on 7 Novenber 1990,

Consci ous of the val uabl e anal ytical work being conducted
by many States on climte change and of the inportant
contributions of the Wrld Meteorol ogi cal O ganization, the
United Nations Environment Progranme and ot her organs,
organi zations and bodies of the United Nations system as well
as other international and intergovernnental bodies, to the
exchange of results of scientific research and the
coordi nati on of research

Recogni zi ng that steps required to understand and address
climate change will be environnentally, socially and
economcally nost effective if they are based on rel evant
scientific, technical and econom c considerations and
continually re-evaluated in the light of new findings in these
ar eas,

Recogni zi ng that various actions to address climte
change can be justified economcally in their own right and
can also help in solving other environnmental problens,

Recogni zi ng al so the need for devel oped countries to take
i mredi ate action in a flexible manner on the basis of clear
priorities, as a first step towards conprehensive response
strategies at the global, national and, where agreed, regional
| evel s that take into account all greenhouse gases, w th due
consideration of their relative contributions to the
enhancenent of the greenhouse effect,

Recogni zing further that |lowlying and other small island
countries, countries with lowlying coastal, arid and sem -
arid areas or areas liable to floods, drought and
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desertification, and devel oping countries with fragile
nmount ai nous ecosystens are particularly vulnerable to the
adverse effects of climte change,
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Recogni zi ng the special difficulties of those countries,
especi al |y devel opi ng countries, whose econonies are
particul arly dependent on fossil fuel production, use and
exportation, as a consequence of action taken on limting
gr eenhouse gas em ssi ons,

Affirm ng that responses to climte change shoul d be
coordinated with social and econom c devel opnent in an
integrated manner with a view to avoi di ng adverse inpacts on
the latter, taking into full
account the legitimate priority needs of devel oping countries
for the achi evenent of sustained econom c growh and the
eradi cati on of poverty,

Recogni zing that all countries, especially devel oping
countries, need access to resources required to achieve
sust ai nabl e social and econom ¢ devel opnent and that, in order
for devel oping countries to progress towards that goal, their
energy consunption will need to grow taking into account the
possibilities for achieving greater energy efficiency and for
controlling greenhouse gas em ssions in general, including
t hrough the application of new technol ogies on terns which
make such an application economcally and socially beneficial,

Determined to protect the climte systemfor present and
future generations,

Have agreed as foll ows:
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ARTI CLE 1

DEFI NI TI ONS *

For the purposes of this Convention:

1

"Adverse effects of clinmate change" neans changes in the
physi cal environnent or biota resulting fromclimte
change which have significant deleterious effects on the
conposition, resilience or productivity of natural and
managed ecosystens or on the operation of socio-economc
systens or on human health and wel fare.

"Climate change" neans a change of climte which is
attributed directly or indirectly to human activity that
alters the conposition of the gl obal atnosphere and which
is in addition to natural climate variability observed
over conparable time periods.

"Climate systent neans the totality of the atnobsphere,
hydr osphere, bi osphere and geosphere and their
i nteractions.

"Em ssions” neans the rel ease of greenhouse gases and/ or
their precursors into the atnosphere over a specified
area and period of tine.

"Greenhouse gases" neans those gaseous constituents of
t he atnosphere, both natural and ant hropogenic, that
absorb and re-emt infrared radiation.

"Regi onal econom c integration organi zation" neans an
organi zati on constituted by sovereign States of a given
regi on which has conpetence in respect of matters
governed by this Convention or its protocols and has been
duly authorized, in accordance with its internal
procedures, to sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to
the instrunents concerned.

"Reservoir" neans a conponent or conponents of the
climate system where a greenhouse gas or a precursor of a
greenhouse gas is stored.

"Si nk" means any process, activity or nechani sm which
removes a greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor of a
greenhouse gas fromthe atnosphere.

"Source" means any process or activity which rel eases a
greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor of a greenhouse
gas into the atnosphere.
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* Titles of articles are included solely to assist the
r eader.
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ARTI CLE 2

OBJECTI VE

The ultimate objective of this Convention and any rel ated
| egal instrunments that the Conference of the Parties nay adopt
is to achieve, in accordance with the rel evant provisions of
t he Convention, stabilization of greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atnosphere at a |level that would prevent
danger ous ant hropogenic interference with the clinmte system
Such a |l evel should be achieved within a tinme-frame sufficient
to all ow ecosystens to adapt naturally to clinmate change, to
ensure that food production is not threatened and to enable
econonm ¢ devel opnent to proceed in a sustai nabl e nmanner.

ARTI CLE 3
PRI NCI PLES

In their actions to achieve the objective of the
Convention and to inplenent its provisions, the Parties shal
be guided, inter alia, by the follow ng:

1. The Parties should protect the climate systemfor the
benefit of present and future generations of humankind, on the
basis of equity and in accordance with their comon but
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.
Accordingly, the devel oped country Parties should take the

| ead in conmbating climte change and the adverse effects

t her eof .

2. The specific needs and special circunstances of

devel opi ng country Parties, especially those that are
particularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of climte
change, and of those Parties, especially devel oping country
Parties, that would have to bear a disproportionate or
abnor mal burden under the Convention, should be given ful
consi der ati on.

3. The Parties should take precautionary nmeasures to
anticipate, prevent or mnimze the causes of climte change
and mtigate its adverse effects. Were there are threats of
serious or irreversible damage, lack of full scientific
certainty should not be used as a reason for postponing such
nmeasures, taking into account that policies and nmeasures to
deal with climate change should be cost-effective so as to
ensure gl obal benefits at the | owest possible cost. To
achieve this, such policies and neasures should take into
account different socio-econom c contexts, be conprehensive,
cover all relevant sources, sinks and

reservoi rs of greenhouse gases and adaptation, and conprise
all economc sectors. Efforts to address clinmate change may
be carried out cooperatively by interested Parties.
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4. The Parties have a right to, and should, pronote
sust ai nabl e devel opnent. Policies and neasures to protect the
climate system agai nst human-i nduced change shoul d be
appropriate for the specific conditions of each Party and
shoul d be integrated with national devel opnment programmes,
taking into account that econom c devel opnent is essential for
adopting nmeasures to address climte change.

5. The Parties should cooperate to pronote a supportive and
open international economc systemthat would lead to
sust ai nabl e econom ¢ growm h and devel opnent in all Parties,
particul arly devel oping country Parties, thus enabling them
better to address the problens of climate change. Measures
taken to conbat clinmate change, including unilateral ones,
shoul d not constitute a nmeans of arbitrary or unjustifiable
di scrimnation or a disguised restriction on international

t r ade.

ARTI CLE 4
COWM TMENTS

1. Al'l Parties, taking into account their comon but
differentiated responsibilities and their specific national
and regi onal devel opnent priorities, objectives and

ci rcunst ances, shall:

(a) Develop, periodically update, publish and make
avai l able to the Conference of the Parties, in
accordance with Article 12, national inventories of
ant hr opogeni ¢ em ssions by sources and renoval s by
sinks of all greenhouse gases not controlled by the
Montreal Protocol, using conparable nethodol ogies to
be agreed upon by the Conference of the Parti es;

(b) Formulate, inplenment, publish and regularly update
nati onal and, where appropriate, regional programes
containing nmeasures to mtigate climte change by
addr essi ng ant hropogeni ¢ em ssions by sources and
removal s by sinks of all greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Protocol, and neasures to
facilitate adequate adaptation to climte change;

(c) Pronote and cooperate in the devel opnent,
application and diffusion, including transfer, of
technol ogi es, practices and processes that control,
reduce or prevent anthropogenic em ssions of
greenhouse gases not controlled by the Mntreal
Protocol in all relevant sectors, including the
energy, transport, industry, agriculture, forestry
and waste managenent sectors;

(d) Pronote sustainabl e managenent, and pronote and
cooperate in the conservation and enhancenent, as
appropriate, of sinks and reservoirs of all



(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

(i)

Annex |
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greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal
Protocol, including biomss, forests and oceans as
wel |l as other terrestrial, coastal and nmarine
ecosyst ens;

Cooperate in preparing for adaptation to the inpacts
of climte change; devel op and el aborate
appropriate and integrated plans for coastal zone
managenent, water resources and agriculture, and for
the protection and rehabilitation of areas,
particularly in Africa, affected by drought and
desertification, as well as fl oods;

Take climate change considerations into account, to
the extent feasible, in their relevant social,
econonm ¢ and environmental policies and actions, and
enpl oy appropriate nethods, for exanple inpact
assessnents, formnul ated and determ ned nationally,
with a viewto mnimzing adverse effects on the
economny, on public health and on the quality of the
envi ronnment, of projects or neasures undertaken by
themto mtigate or adapt to clinate change;

Pronote and cooperate in scientific, technol ogical,
techni cal, soci o-econom c and ot her research,
systemati c observation and devel opnent of data
archives related to the clinmate system and i ntended
to further the understanding and to reduce or
elimnate the remaining uncertainties regarding the
causes, effects, magnitude and timng of climate
change and the econom c and soci al consequences of
vari ous response strategies;

Pronote and cooperate in the full, open and pronpt
exchange of relevant scientific, technol ogical,
techni cal, socio-economic and | egal information
related to the climate system and climate change,
and to the econom ¢ and soci al consequences of
vari ous response strategies;

Pronote and cooperate in education, training and
public awareness related to climte change and
encourage the w dest participation in this process,
i ncluding that of non-governnental organizations;
and

Communi cate to the Conference of the Parties

information related to inplenentation, in accordance
with Article 12.

commt thensel ves specifically as provided for in

2. The devel oped country Parties and other Parties included
[
t

n
he fol |l ow ng:



(a)

(b)

(c)
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Each of these Parties shall adopt national® policies
and take correspondi ng neasures on the mtigation of
climate change, by limting its anthropogenic

em ssions of greenhouse gases and protecting and
enhancing its greenhouse gas sinks and reservoirs.
These policies and neasures will denonstrate that
devel oped countries are taking the lead in nodifying
| onger-termtrends in anthropogenic emn ssions
consistent wth the objective of the Convention,
recogni zing that the return by the end of the
present decade to earlier |evels of anthropogenic

em ssions of carbon di oxi de and ot her greenhouse
gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol would
contribute to such nodification, and taking into
account the differences in these Parties' starting
poi nts and approaches, econom c structures and
resource bases, the need to maintain strong and
sust ai nabl e econom c grow h, avail able technol ogi es
and ot her individual circunstances, as well as the
need for equitable and appropriate contributions by
each of these Parties to the global effort regarding
t hat objective. These Parties may inplenment such
policies and nmeasures jointly with other Parties and
may assist other Parties in contributing to the

achi evenent of the objective of the Convention and,
in particular, that of this subparagraph

In order to pronote progress to this end, each of

t hese Parties shall conmmunicate, within six nonths
of the entry into force of the Convention for it and
periodically thereafter, and in accordance with
Article 12, detailed information on its policies and
neasures referred to in subparagraph (a) above, as
well as on its resulting projected anthropogenic

em ssions by sources and renoval s by sinks of
greenhouse gases not controlled by the Montreal
Protocol for the period referred to in subparagraph
(a), with the aimof returning individually or
jointly to their 1990 | evels these anthropogenic

em ssions of carbon di oxi de and ot her greenhouse
gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol. This
information will be reviewed by the Conference of
the Parties, at its first session and periodically
thereafter, in accordance with Article 7;

Cal cul ati ons of em ssions by sources and renoval s by
si nks of greenhouse gases for the purposes of
subpar agraph (b) above should take into account the
best avail abl e scientific know edge, including of
the effective capacity of sinks and the respective
contributions of such gases to climte change. The
Conference of the Parties shall consider and agree

1

regi ona

This includes policies and neasures adopted by

econom c integration organizations.
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on net hodol ogi es for these calculations at its first
session and review themregularly thereafter;

(d) The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first
session, review the adequacy of subparagraphs (a)
and (b) above. Such review shall be carried out in
the light of the best available scientific
informati on and assessnent on climate change and its
i npacts, as well as relevant technical, social and
econom c information. Based on this review, the
Conference of the Parties shall take appropriate
action, which may include the adoption of anmendnents
to the commtnents in subparagraphs (a) and (b)
above. The Conference of the Parties, at its first
session, shall also take decisions regarding
criteria for joint inplenentation as indicated in
subpar agraph (a) above. A second review of
subpar agraphs (a) and (b) shall take place not |ater
than 31 Decenber 1998, and thereafter at regul ar
intervals determ ned by the Conference of the
Parties, until the objective of the Convention is
met ;

(e) Each of these Parties shall

(1) Coordinate as appropriate with other such
Parties, relevant econom c and admi nistrative
i nstrunments devel oped to achi eve the objective
of the Convention; and

(ii) ldentify and periodically reviewits own
policies and practices which encourage
activities that lead to greater |evels of
ant hr opogeni ¢ em ssi ons of greenhouse gases not
controlled by the Montreal Protocol than would
ot herw se occur;

(f) The Conference of the Parties shall review not
| ater than 31 Decenber 1998, avail able information
with a view to taking decisions regarding such

amendnments to the lists in Annexes | and Il as may
be appropriate, with the approval of the Party
concer ned;

(g) Any Party not included in Annex | may, in its
instrunment of ratification, acceptance, approval or
accession, or at any tinme thereafter, notify the
Depositary that it intends to be bound by
subpar agraphs (a) and (b) above. The Depositary
shall informthe other signatories and Parties of
any such notification.

3. The devel oped country Parties and ot her devel oped Parties
included in Annex Il shall provide new and additi onal
financial resources to neet the agreed full costs incurred by
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devel opi ng country Parties in conplying with their obligations
under Article 12, paragraph 1. They shall al so provide such
financial resources, including for the transfer of technol ogy,
needed by the devel oping country Parties to neet the agreed
full increnmental costs of inplenmenting neasures that are
covered by paragraph 1 of this Article and that are agreed

bet ween a devel opi ng country Party and the international
entity or entities referred to in Article 11, in accordance
with that Article. The inplenentation of these commtnents
shal |l take into account the need for adequacy and
predictability in the flow of funds and the inportance of
appropriate burden sharing anong the devel oped country

Parti es.

4. The devel oped country Parties and other devel oped Parties
included in Annex Il shall also assist the devel oping country
Parties that are particularly vulnerable to the adverse
effects of clinmate change in neeting costs of adaptation to

t hose adverse effects.

5. The devel oped country Parties and ot her devel oped Parties
included in Annex Il shall take all practicable steps to
pronote, facilitate and finance, as appropriate, the transfer
of, or access to, environnentally sound technol ogi es and know
how to other Parties, particularly devel oping country Parties,
to enable themto inplenment the provisions of the Convention.
In this process, the devel oped country Parties shall support

t he devel opnent and enhancenent of endogenous capacities and

t echnol ogi es of devel oping country Parties. Oher Parties and
organi zations in a position to do so may al so assist in
facilitating the transfer of such technol ogies.

6. In the inplenentation of their conmtnents under

par agraph 2 above, a certain degree of flexibility shall be
al l owed by the Conference of the Parties to the Parties

i ncluded in Annex | undergoing the process of transition to a
mar ket econony, in order to enhance the ability of these
Parties to address clinmate change, including with regard to
the historical |evel of anthropogenic em ssions of greenhouse
gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol chosen as a

ref erence.

7. The extent to which devel oping country Parties w ||
effectively inplenment their commtnents under the Convention
wi |l depend on the effective inplenentation by devel oped
country Parties of their conm tnments under the Convention
related to financial resources and transfer of technol ogy and
will take fully into account that econom c and soci al

devel opnent and poverty eradication are the first and
overriding priorities of the devel oping country Parties.

8. In the inplenentation of the conmtnments in this Article,
the Parties shall give full consideration to what actions are
necessary under the Convention, including actions related to

fundi ng, insurance and the transfer of technology, to neet the
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speci fic needs and concerns of devel oping country Parties
arising fromthe adverse effects of climte change and/or the
i npact of the inplenentation of response neasures, especially
on:

(a) Small island countries;
(b) Countries with | owlying coastal areas;

(c) Countries with arid and sem -arid areas, forested
areas and areas liable to forest decay;

(d) Countries with areas prone to natural disasters;

(e) Countries with areas liable to drought and
desertification;

(f) Countries wth areas of high urban atnospheric
pol | uti on;

(g) Countries with areas with fragile ecosystens,
i ncl udi ng nmount ai nous ecosyst ens;

(h) Countries whose econonm es are highly dependent on
i ncome generated fromthe production, processing and
export, and/or on consunption of fossil fuels and
associ at ed energy-intensive products; and

(i) Land-1ocked and transit countries.

Further, the Conference of the Parties may take actions, as
appropriate, with respect to this paragraph.

9. The Parties shall take full account of the specific needs
and special situations of the |east devel oped countries in
their actions with regard to funding and transfer of

t echnol ogy.

10. The Parties shall, in accordance with Article 10, take
into consideration in the inplenentation of the comm tnents of
the Convention the situation of Parties, particularly

devel oping country Parties, with econom es that are vul nerable
to the adverse effects of the inplenentation of neasures to
respond to climte change. This applies notably to Parties
wi th econom es that are highly dependent on incone generated
fromthe production, processing and export, and/or consunption
of fossil fuels and associ ated energy-intensive products
and/or the use of fossil fuels for which such Parties have
serious difficulties in switching to alternati ves.

ARTI CLE 5

RESEARCH AND SYSTEMATI C OBSERVATI ON
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In carrying out their conmtnments under Article 4,
par agraph 1(g), the Parties shall:

(a)

(b)

(c)

Support and further devel op, as appropriate,
i nternational and intergovernnental progranmes and
net wor ks or organi zations ai nmed at defi ning,
conducting, assessing and financing research, data
col l ection and systematic observation, taking into
account the need to mnimze duplication of effort;

Support international and intergovernnmental efforts
to strengthen systematic observati on and nati onal
scientific and technical research capacities and
capabilities, particularly in devel oping countries,
and to pronote access to, and the exchange of, data
and anal yses thereof obtained from areas beyond
national jurisdiction; and

Take into account the particular concerns and needs
of devel oping countries and cooperate in inproving
t heir endogenous capacities and capabilities to
participate in the efforts referred to in

subpar agraphs (a) and (b) above.



17
ARTI CLE 6

EDUCATI ON, TRAI NI NG AND PUBLI C AWARENESS

In carrying out their conmtnments under Article 4,
paragraph 1(i), the Parties shall:

(a) Pronote and facilitate at the national and, as
appropriate, subregional and regional levels, and in
accordance with national |aws and regul ati ons, and
within their respective capacities:

(i) The devel opnent and i npl enentation of
educational and public awareness programres on
climate change and its effects;

(ii) Public access to information on climte change
and its effects;

(iii) Public participation in addressing clinate
change and its effects and devel opi ng adequate
responses; and

(iv) Training of scientific, technical and
manageri al personnel.

(b) Cooperate in and pronote, at the international
| evel, and, where appropriate, using existing
bodi es:

(i) The devel opnent and exchange of educational and
public awareness material on climte change and
its effects; and

(ii1) The devel opnent and i nplenentation of education
and training programres, including the
strengthening of national institutions and the
exchange or secondnment of personnel to train
experts in this field, in particular for
devel opi ng countri es.

ARTI CLE 7
CONFERENCE OF THE PARTI ES
1. A Conference of the Parties is hereby established.

2. The Conference of the Parties, as the suprene body of
this Convention, shall keep under regular reviewthe

i npl enentati on of the Convention and any rel ated | egal
instrunments that the Conference of the Parties may adopt, and
shall make, within its nmandate, the decisions necessary to
pronote the effective inplenentation of the Convention. To
this end, it shall:



(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(f)

(9)

(h)
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Periodically exam ne the obligations of the Parties
and the institutional arrangenents under the
Convention, in the Iight of the objective of the
Convention, the experience gained in its

i npl enentation and the evolution of scientific and
t echnol ogi cal know edge;

Pronote and facilitate the exchange of information
on neasures adopted by the Parties to address
climate change and its effects, taking into account
the differing circunstances, responsibilities and
capabilities of the Parties and their respective
comm tments under the Convention

Facilitate, at the request of two or nore Parti es,

t he coordi nation of neasures adopted by themto
address climate change and its effects, taking into
account the differing circunstances,
responsibilities and capabilities of the Parties and
their respective conmtnents under the Convention;

Pronote and guide, in accordance with the objective
and provisions of the Convention, the devel opnent
and periodic refinenment of conparabl e nethodol ogi es,
to be agreed on by the Conference of the Parti es,
inter alia, for preparing inventories of greenhouse
gas em ssions by sources and renoval s by sinks, and
for evaluating the effectiveness of nmeasures to
[imt the em ssions and enhance the renpval s of

t hese gases;

Assess, on the basis of all information made
available to it in accordance with the provisions of
the Convention, the inplenentation of the Convention
by the Parties, the overall effects of the neasures
t aken pursuant to the Convention, in particular

envi ronnmental , econom ¢ and social effects as well
as their cumul ative inpacts and the extent to which
progress towards the objective of the Convention is
bei ng achi eved;

Consi der and adopt regular reports on the
i npl enentation of the Convention and ensure their
publ i cati on;

Make recomrendati ons on any matters necessary for
the inplenentation of the Convention;

Seek to nmobilize financial resources in accordance
with Article 4, paragraphs 3, 4 and 5, and Article
11;

Est abl i sh such subsidiary bodies as are deened
necessary for the inplenentation of the Convention;
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(J) Reviewreports submtted by its subsidiary bodies
and provi de gui dance to them

(k) Agree upon and adopt, by consensus, rules of
procedure and financial rules for itself and for any
subsi di ary bodi es;

(1) Seek and utilize, where appropriate, the services
and cooperation of, and information provided by,
conpetent international organizations and
i ntergovernnental and non-governnental bodies; and

(m Exercise such other functions as are required for
t he achi evenent of the objective of the Convention
as well as all other functions assigned to it under
t he Conventi on.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first
session, adopt its own rules of procedure as well as those of
t he subsi diary bodi es established by the Convention, which
shal | include decision-nmaking procedures for matters not

al ready covered by deci si on-maki ng procedures stipulated in

t he Convention. Such procedures may include specified
majorities required for the adoption of particul ar decisions.

4. The first session of the Conference of the Parties shal
be convened by the interimsecretariat referred to in Article
21 and shall take place not |ater than one year after the date
of entry into force of the Convention. Thereafter, ordinary
sessions of the Conference of the Parties shall be held every
year unl ess otherw se decided by the Conference of the

Parti es.

5. Extraordi nary sessions of the Conference of the Parties
shall be held at such other tines as may be deened necessary
by the Conference, or at the witten request of any Party,
provided that, wthin six nonths of the request being
comuni cated to the Parties by the secretariat, it is
supported by at |east one third of the Parties.

6. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the

I nternational Atomi c Energy Agency, as well as any State
menber thereof or observers thereto not Party to the
Convention, may be represented at sessions of the Conference
of the Parties as observers. Any body or agency, whether
nati onal or international, governmental or non-governnental,
which is qualified in matters covered by the Convention, and
whi ch has inforned the secretariat of its wish to be
represented at a session of the Conference of the Parties as
an observer, may be so admitted unless at | east one third of
the Parties present object. The adm ssion and participation
of observers shall be subject to the rules of procedure
adopted by the Conference of the Parties.

ARTI CLE 8
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SECRETARI AT
1. A secretariat is hereby established.
2. The functions of the secretariat shall be:

(a) To nmake arrangenents for sessions of the Conference
of the Parties and its subsidiary bodi es established
under the Convention and to provide themw th
services as required;

(b) To conpile and transmt reports submtted to it;

(c) To facilitate assistance to the Parties,
particul arly devel oping country Parties, on request,
in the conpilation and conmuni cati on of information
required in accordance with the provisions of the
Conventi on;

(d) To prepare reports on its activities and present
themto the Conference of the Parti es;

(e) To ensure the necessary coordination with the
secretariats of other relevant international bodies;

(f) To enter, under the overall guidance of the
Conference of the Parties, into such admnistrative
and contractual arrangenents as may be required for
the effective discharge of its functions; and

(g) To performthe other secretariat functions specified
in the Convention and in any of its protocols and
such other functions as may be determ ned by the
Conference of the Parti es.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at its first session,
shal | designate a permanent secretariat and make arrangenents
for its functioning.

ARTI CLE 9
SUBSI DI ARY BODY FOR SClI ENTI FI C AND TECHNOLOG CAL ADVI CE

1. A subsidiary body for scientific and technol ogi cal advice
is hereby established to provide the Conference of the Parties
and, as appropriate, its other subsidiary bodies with tinely
informati on and advice on scientific and technol ogical nmatters
relating to the Convention. This body shall be open to
participation by all Parties and shall be nultidisciplinary.

It shall conprise governnent representatives conpetent in the
relevant field of expertise. It shall report regularly to the
Conference of the Parties on all aspects of its work.
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2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, and
drawi ng upon exi sting conpetent international bodies, this
body shall:

(a) Provide assessnents of the state of scientific
know edge relating to climte change and its
effects;

(b) Prepare scientific assessnents on the effects of
nmeasures taken in the inplenentation of the
Conventi on;

(c) Identify innovative, efficient and state-of-the-art
t echnol ogi es and know how and advi se on the ways and
means of pronoting devel opnment and/or transferring
such technol ogi es;

(d) Provide advice on scientific programmes,

i nternational cooperation in research and

devel opnent related to climte change, as well as on
ways and neans of supporting endogenous capacity-
buil ding in devel oping countries; and

(e) Respond to scientific, technol ogical and
nmet hodol ogi cal questions that the Conference of the
Parties and its subsidiary bodies may put to the
body.

3. The functions and terns of reference of this body nmay be
further el aborated by the Conference of the Parties.

ARTI CLE 10
SUBSI DI ARY BODY FOR | MPLEMENTATI ON

1. A subsidiary body for inplenentation is hereby

est abli shed to assist the Conference of the Parties in the
assessnent and review of the effective inplenentation of the
Convention. This body shall be open to participation by al
Parties and conprise governnment representatives who are
experts on matters related to climate change. It shal
report regularly to the Conference of the Parties on al
aspects of its work.

2. Under the guidance of the Conference of the Parties, this
body shall:

(a) Consider the information comunicated in accordance
with Article 12, paragraph 1, to assess the overal
aggregated effect of the steps taken by the Parties
in the light of the latest scientific assessnents
concerning clinmate change;

(b) Consider the information comunicated in accordance
with Article 12, paragraph 2, in order to assist the
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Conference of the Parties in carrying out the
reviews required by Article 4, paragraph 2(d); and

(c) Assist the Conference of the Parties, as
appropriate, in the preparation and inplenmentation
of its decisions.

ARTI CLE 11

FI NANCI AL  MECHANI SM

1. A mechani smfor the provision of financial resources on a
grant or concessional basis, including for the transfer of
t echnol ogy, is hereby defined. It shall function under the

gui dance of and be accountable to the Conference of the
Parties, which shall decide on its policies, programme
priorities and eligibility criteria related to this
Convention. |Its operation shall be entrusted to one or nore
exi sting international entities.

2. The financial mechani smshall have an equitable and
bal anced representation of all Parties within a transparent
system of governance.

3. The Conference of the Parties and the entity or entities
entrusted with the operation of the financial nmechani sm shal
agree upon arrangenents to give effect to the above

par agr aphs, which shall include the follow ng:

(a) Mdalities to ensure that the funded projects to
address climate change are in conformty with the
policies, progranme priorities and eligibility
criteria established by the Conference of the
Parti es;

(b) Mdalities by which a particular funding deci sion
may be reconsidered in light of these policies,
programe priorities and eligibility criteria;

(c) Provision by the entity or entities of regular
reports to the Conference of the Parties on its
fundi ng operations, which is consistent with the
requi rement for accountability set out in paragraph
1 above; and

(d) Determnation in a predictable and identifiable
manner of the anmount of funding necessary and
avai l abl e for the inplenentation of this Convention
and the conditions under which that amount shall be
periodically revi ewed.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall meke arrangenents to
i npl ement the above-nentioned provisions at its first session,
review ng and taking into account the interimarrangenents
referred to in Article 21, paragraph 3, and shall decide
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whet her these interimarrangenents shall be maintained. Wthin
four years thereafter, the Conference of the Parties shal
review the financial nmechani smand take appropriate neasures.

5. The devel oped country Parties may al so provide and
devel opi ng country Parties avail thenselves of, financial
resources related to the inplenentation of the Convention
through bilateral, regional and other multilateral channels.

ARTI CLE 12
COMMUNI CATI ON OF | NFORMATI ON RELATED TO | MPLEMENTATI ON

1. In accordance with Article 4, paragraph 1, each Party
shal |l communicate to the Conference of the Parties, through
the secretariat, the followi ng el enments of information

(a) A national inventory of anthropogenic em ssions by
sources and renoval s by sinks of all greenhouse
gases not controlled by the Montreal Protocol, to
the extent its capacities permt, using conparable
nmet hodol ogi es to be pronoted and agreed upon by the
Conference of the Parti es;

(b) A general description of steps taken or envi saged by

the Party to inplenent the Convention; and

(c) Any other information that the Party considers
rel evant to the achi evenent of the objective of the
Convention and suitable for inclusioninits
comuni cation, including, if feasible, material
rel evant for cal cul ati ons of global em ssion trends.

2. Each devel oped country Party and each other Party
included in Annex | shall incorporate in its conmunication the
followi ng el ements of information:

(a) A detailed description of the policies and nmeasures
that it has adopted to inplenent its conm tnent
under Article 4, paragraphs 2(a) and 2(b); and

(b) A specific estinmate of the effects that the policies
and neasures referred to in subparagraph (a)
i mredi ately above will have on ant hropogenic
em ssions by its sources and renovals by its sinks
of greenhouse gases during the period referred to in
Article 4, paragraph 2(a).

3. In addition, each devel oped country Party and each ot her
devel oped Party included in Annex Il shall incorporate details
of nmeasures taken in accordance with Article 4, paragraphs 3,
4 and 5.

4. Devel opi ng country Parties may, on a voluntary basis,
propose projects for financing, including specific
technol ogi es, materials, equipnent, techniques or practices
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t hat woul d be needed to inplenment such projects, along wth,
if possible, an estimate of all increnental costs, of the
reductions of em ssions and increnments of renovals of
greenhouse gases, as well as an estimate of the consequent
benefits.

5. Each devel oped country Party and each other Party
included in Annex | shall make its initial comrunication
within six nonths of the entry into force of the Convention
for that Party. Each Party not so listed shall nmake its
initial comrunication within three years of the entry into
force of the Convention for that Party, or of the availability
of financial resources in accordance with Article 4, paragraph
3. Parties that are | east devel oped countries may nmake their
initial comrunication at their discretion. The frequency of
subsequent communi cations by all Parties shall be determ ned
by the Conference of the Parties, taking into account the
differentiated tinmetable set by this paragraph.

6. | nformati on communi cated by Parties under this Article
shall be transmitted by the secretariat as soon as possible to
the Conference of the Parties and to any subsidiary bodies
concerned. |If necessary, the procedures for the conmuni cation
of information may be further considered by the Conference of
the Parties.

7. Fromits first session, the Conference of the Parties
shall arrange for the provision to devel oping country Parties
of technical and financial support, on request, in conpiling
and conmmuni cating information under this Article, as well as
in identifying the technical and financial needs associ ated
Wi th proposed projects and response neasures under Article 4.
Such support may be provided by other Parties, by conpetent

i nternational organizations and by the secretariat, as
appropri at e.

8. Any group of Parties may, subject to guidelines adopted
by the Conference of the Parties, and to prior notification to
t he Conference of the Parties, mmke a joint communication in
fulfilment of their obligations under this Article, provided

t hat such a comuni cation includes information on the
fulfilment by each of these Parties of its individual

obl i gati ons under the Conventi on.

9. I nformation received by the secretariat that is
designated by a Party as confidential, in accordance with
criteria to be established by the Conference of the Parties,
shal | be aggregated by the secretariat to protect its
confidentiality before being nmade avail able to any of the
bodi es involved in the communication and revi ew of

i nformation.

10. Subject to paragraph 9 above, and w thout prejudice to
the ability of any Party to nmake public its conmunication at
any tinme, the secretariat shall nmake conmunications by Parties
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under this Article publicly available at the tine they are
submtted to the Conference of the Parties.

ARTI CLE 13
RESOLUTI ON OF QUESTI ONS REGARDI NG | MPLEMENTATI ON

The Conference of the Parties shall, at its first
session, consider the establishment of a nmultil ateral
consul tative process, available to Parties on their request,
for the resolution of questions regarding the inplenentation
of the Conventi on.

ARTI CLE 14
SETTLEMENT OF DI SPUTES

1. In the event of a dispute between any two or nore Parties
concerning the interpretation or application of the
Convention, the Parties concerned shall seek a settlenent of

t he di spute through negotiation or any other peaceful neans of
their own choice.

2. When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to the
Convention, or at any time thereafter, a Party which is not a
regi onal econom c integration organization my declare in a
witten instrunment submtted to the Depositary that, in
respect of any dispute concerning the interpretation or
application of the Convention, it recogni zes as conpul sory

i pso facto and wi thout special agreenent, in relation to any
Party accepting the sane obligation:

(a) Subm ssion of the dispute to the International Court
of Justice, and/or

(b) Arbitration in accordance with procedures to be
adopted by the Conference of the Parties as soon as
practicable, in an annex on arbitration.

A Party which is a regional econom c integration organi zation
may meke a declaration with like effect in relation to
arbitration in accordance with the procedures referred to in
subpar agraph (b) above.

3. A decl arati on made under paragraph 2 above shall remain
in force until it expires in accordance with its terns or
until three nonths after witten notice of its revocation has
been deposited with the Depositary.

4. A new decl aration, a notice of revocation or the expiry
of a declaration shall not in any way affect proceedi ngs
pendi ng before the International Court of Justice or the
arbitral tribunal, unless the parties to the dispute otherw se
agr ee.
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5. Subj ect to the operation of paragraph 2 above, if after
twel ve nonths followi ng notification by one Party to anot her
that a dispute exists between them the Parties concerned have
not been able to settle their dispute through the nmeans

menti oned in paragraph 1 above, the dispute shall be
submtted, at the request of any of the parties to the

di spute, to conciliation.

6. A conciliation conm ssion shall be created upon the
request of one of the parties to the dispute. The conm ssion
shal | be conposed of an equal nunber of nenbers appoi nted by
each party concerned and a chairman chosen jointly by the
menber s appoi nted by each party. The conm ssion shall render
a recomendatory award, which the parties shall consider in
good faith

7. Addi tional procedures relating to conciliation shall be
adopted by the Conference of the Parties, as soon as
practicable, in an annex on conciliation.

8. The provisions of this Article shall apply to any rel ated
| egal instrument which the Conference of the Parties may
adopt, unless the instrunent provi des otherw se.

ARTI CLE 15
AVMENDMENTS TO THE CONVENTI ON
1. Any Party may propose anmendnments to the Convention.

2. Amendnents to the Convention shall be adopted at an
ordi nary session of the Conference of the Parties. The text
of any proposed anendment to the Convention shall be

communi cated to the Parties by the secretariat at |east six
nmont hs before the neeting at which it is proposed for
adoption. The secretariat shall also comuni cate proposed
anmendnents to the signatories to the Convention and, for
information, to the Depositary.

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach agreenent on
any proposed anendnent to the Convention by consensus. |[|f al
efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no agreenent
reached, the anendnent shall as a last resort be adopted by a
three-fourths majority vote of the Parties present and voting
at the nmeeting. The adopted anendnent shall be comruni cat ed
by the secretariat to the Depositary, who shall circulate it
to all Parties for their acceptance.

4. I nstrunents of acceptance in respect of an anendnent
shal |l be deposited with the Depositary. An anendnent adopted
in accordance wth paragraph 3 above shall enter into force
for those Parties having accepted it on the ninetieth day
after the date of receipt by the Depositary of an instrunent
of acceptance by at |least three fourths of the Parties to the
Convent i on.
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5. The anmendnment shall enter into force for any other Party
on the ninetieth day after the date on which that Party
deposits with the Depositary its instrunment of acceptance of
t he said anmendnent.

6. For the purposes of this Article, "Parties present and
voting" means Parties present and casting an affirmative or
negative vote.

ARTI CLE 16
ADOPTI ON AND AMENDMENT OF ANNEXES TO THE CONVENTI ON

1. Annexes to the Convention shall forman integral part

t hereof and, unless otherw se expressly provided, a reference
to the Convention constitutes at the sane tinme a reference to
any annexes thereto. Wt hout prejudice to the provisions of
Article 14, paragraphs 2(b) and 7, such annexes shall be
restricted to lists, forns and any other material of a
descriptive nature that is of a scientific, technical,
procedural or adm nistrative character

2. Annexes to the Convention shall be proposed and adopted
in accordance with the procedure set forth in Article 15,
par agr aphs 2, 3 and 4.

3. An annex that has been adopted in accordance with

par agraph 2 above shall enter into force for all Parties to

t he Convention six nonths after the date of the conmunication
by the Depositary to such Parties of the adoption of the
annex, except for those Parties that have notified the
Depositary, in witing, within that period of their

non- accept ance of the annex. The annex shall enter into force
for Parties which withdraw their notification of

non- acceptance on the ninetieth day after the date on which
wi t hdrawal of such notification has been received by the
Depositary.

4. The proposal, adoption and entry into force of anendnents
to annexes to the Convention shall be subject to the sane
procedure as that for the proposal, adoption and entry into
force of annexes to the Convention in accordance with

par agr aphs 2 and 3 above.

5. | f the adoption of an annex or an anmendnment to an annex

i nvol ves an anendnment to the Convention, that annex or

amendnent to an annex shall not enter into force until such

time as the anendnent to the Convention enters into force.
ARTI CLE 17

PROTOCCLS
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1. The Conference of the Parties may, at any ordinary
sessi on, adopt protocols to the Conventi on.

2. The text of any proposed protocol shall be conmunicated
to the Parties by the secretariat at |east six nonths before
such a session.

3. The requirenents for the entry into force of any protocol
shal |l be established by that instrunent.

4. Only Parties to the Convention may be Parties to a

pr ot ocol .

5. Deci si ons under any protocol shall be taken only by the

Parties to the protocol concerned.
ARTI CLE 18
RI GHT TO VOTE

1. Each Party to the Convention shall have one vote, except
as provided for in paragraph 2 bel ow.

2. Regi onal econom c integration organizations, in matters
within their conpetence, shall exercise their right to vote
wi th a nunber of votes equal to the nunber of their nmenber
States that are Parties to the Conventi on. Such an

organi zation shall not exercise its right to vote if any of
its menber States exercises its right, and vice versa.

ARTI CLE 19
DEPOSI TARY
The Secretary-General of the United Nations shall be the

Depositary of the Convention and of protocols adopted in
accordance with Article 17.
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ARTI CLE 20

S| GNATURE

Thi s Convention shall be open for signature by States
Menbers of the United Nations or of any of its specialized
agencies or that are Parties to the Statute of the
I nternational Court of Justice and by regional economc
integration organi zations at R o de Janeiro, during the United
Nat i ons Conference on Environnent and Devel opnent, and
thereafter at United Nations Headquarters in New York from
20 June 1992 to 19 June 1993.

ARTI CLE 21
| NTERI M ARRANGEMENTS

1. The secretariat functions referred to in Article 8 will
be carried out on an interimbasis by the secretari at
establ i shed by the General Assenbly of the United Nations in
its resolution 45/212 of 21 Decenber 1990, until the
conpletion of the first session of the Conference of the
Parti es.

2. The head of the interimsecretariat referred to in
paragraph 1 above will cooperate closely with the

I nt ergovernmental Panel on Cimate Change to ensure that the
Panel can respond to the need for objective scientific and
technical advice. Qher relevant scientific bodies could also
be consult ed.

3. The d obal Environnment Facility of the United Nations
Devel opnent Programre, the United Nations Environnment
Programme and the International Bank for Reconstruction and
Devel opnent shall be the international entity entrusted with
the operation of the financial mechanism referred to in
Article 11 on an interimbasis. In this connection, the

A obal Environnent Facility should be appropriately
restructured and its nmenbershi p made universal to enable it to
fulfil the requirements of Article 11.

ARTI CLE 22
RATI FI CATI ON, ACCEPTANCE, APPROVAL OR ACCESSI ON

1. The Convention shall be subject to ratification,

accept ance, approval or accession by States and by regional
econonmi c integration organizations. It shall be open for
accession fromthe day after the date on which the Convention
is closed for signature. Instrunments of ratification,

accept ance, approval or accession shall be deposited with the
Depositary.

2. Any regi onal econom c integration organization which
becones a Party to the Convention w thout any of its nenber
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States being a Party shall be bound by all the obligations
under the Convention. |In the case of such organi zations, one
or nore of whose nenber States is a Party to the Conventi on,
the organization and its nmenber States shall decide on their
respective responsibilities for the performance of their

obl i gati ons under the Convention. |In such cases, the

organi zation and the menber States shall not be entitled to
exerci se rights under the Convention concurrently.

3. In their instrunents of ratification, acceptance,

approval or accession, regional econom c integration

organi zations shall declare the extent of their conpetence
with respect to the matters governed by the Convention. These
organi zations shall also informthe Depositary, who shall in
turn informthe Parties, of any substantial nodification in
the extent of their conpetence.

ARTI CLE 23
ENTRY | NTO FORCE

1. The Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth
day after the date of deposit of the fiftieth instrunent of
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. For each State or regional economc integration

organi zation that ratifies, accepts or approves the Convention
or accedes thereto after the deposit of the fiftieth
instrunment of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession,
t he Convention shall enter into force on the ninetieth day
after the date of deposit by such State or regional economc
integration organization of its instrunment of ratification,
accept ance, approval or accession.

3. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 above, any
i nstrunment deposited by a regional econom c integration
organi zation shall not be counted as additional to those
deposited by States nmenbers of the organization.

ARTI CLE 24

RESERVATI ONS

No reservations may be nmade to the Conventi on.

ARTI CLE 25

W THDRAWAL
1. At any tinme after three years fromthe date on which the
Convention has entered into force for a Party, that Party may

wi t hdraw from the Convention by giving witten notification to
t he Depositary.
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2. Any such wi thdrawal shall take effect upon expiry of one
year fromthe date of receipt by the Depositary of the
notification of withdrawal, or on such |later date as nay be
specified in the notification of wthdrawal.

3. Any Party that withdraws fromthe Convention shall be
consi dered as al so having withdrawm from any protocol to which
it is a Party.

ARTI CLE 26
AUTHENTI C TEXTS
The original of this Convention, of which the Arabic,
Chi nese, English, French, Russian and Spanish texts are

equal ly authentic, shall be deposited with the
Secretary-General of the United Nations.

| N WTNESS WHERECF t he undersi gned, being duly authorized
to that effect, have signed this Convention.

DONE at New York this ninth day of May one thousand ni ne
hundred and ni nety-two.
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Annex |

Australia

Austri a

Bel ar us®/

Bel gi um

Bul gari ad/

Canada

Czechosl ovaki a&/

Dennar k

Eur opean Econom ¢ Community

Est oni a&/

Fi nl and

France

Ger many

G eece

Hungar y&/
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Nor way
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Por t uga

Romani a&/
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Spai n

Sweden

Swi t zer | and

Tur key
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United Ki ngdom of G eat
Britain and Northern Irel and

United States of Anerica

al Countries that are undergoing the process of transition
to a market econony.
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