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Notes

! These conclusions and/ or recommendations were listed on pages 16 -17, paragraph 52 (1-11).

2 The Attorney-General and Minister of Legal Affairs Senator the Hon. Michael Barnett indicated during a

speech to mark the opening of the legal year that law reform will be among the list of priorities for the
Government of The Bahamas during 2009. In fact the Attorney-General stated that, “Every statute will be
subject to review, from the Penal Code to the law relating to the licensing of shops and restaurants. As we
continue to develop a modern society, we must review our laws to ensure that they reflect the needs and
realities of a 21st Century Bahamas ”.

The Government of The Bahamas would also like to inform the HRC, that discussions relating to acceding
to other human rights instruments are conducted on an ongoing basis.

®  This was recommended by Djibouti. This recommendation will be examined during the current process

of legal reform currently being employed.
4

On 19 February 2009 the Ministry of Labour and Social Development held a symposium on
“Strengthening the Family: A Holistic Approach to Family Wellness”, which brought together persons from
the Government, civil society and non-governmental organizations to discuss appropriate measures to
improve social cohesion throughout Bahamian society.

®  Since 2000, the police have recorded:

(@ 942 instances of alleged rape and 305 cases of attempted rape;
(b)  1.787 cases of unlawful sexual intercourse;

(c) 141 reported cases of incest.

®  The Government of The Bahamas has implemented mechanisms aimed at preventing sexual offenders

from committing violence against persons throughout The Bahamas .

For example, persons found guilty of having unlawful sexual intercourse with children under 16, are
required to notify the police of their current place of work, or any educational, sporting or civic activities
that they are involved in. Persons found guilt of producing, receiving or disseminating child pornography
have specified sentences for summary offences (which can be tried by magistrates to avoid the long process
of holding preliminary inquiries and waiting for Supreme Court dates).

" In addition to these efforts, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Attorney General’s Office and Ministry

of Legal Affairs, the Ministry of National Security and the Ministry of Finance are currently in discussions
to determine how the Government of The Bahamas can strengthen civil society organizations such as The
Bahamas Crisis Centre (which is a non-profit, ideologically independent organization primarily pledged to
respond to the needs of all victims of sexual, physical and psychological abuse). The Bahamas Crisis Centre
has established the following services: initial intake, crisis counseling, individual therapy, marital therapy,
family therapy, group therapy, a rape survivor advocacy and a dedicated 24 hour hotline .

8 The Community Courts are intended to bring judicial services nearer to the people they are intended to

benefit.

® The Attorney General and Minster of Legal Affairs has begun a comprehensive review of additional

measures required to reduce the large backlog of cases before the courts. The Attorney General participated
in an interview with the Nassau Guardian (24 February 2009), as a means to inform persons throughout The
Bahamas about how the Government of The Bahamas intends to resolve the large number of outstanding
cases. In this interview the Attorney General indicated that the Government of The Bahamas is actively
pursuing replacement judges to fill vacancies on the Court of Appeal. The Attorney General also revealed
that cases which have been outstanding for some time are currently under review. The Attorney General also
stated that during 2009 there will be two criminal courts operating full time in New Providence and one in
Grand Bahama, Stipendiary and Circuit Magistrates will be appointed to serve in the Family Islands in the
Central and Southern Bahamas; and that Parliament’s enactment of the Criminal Procedure Pleas Discussion
and Plea Agreement Act will provide for plea bargaining .
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% This committee was comprised of the Director of the Department of Immigration, the Commodore of the
Defence Force, representatives of the Department of Social Services, members of the clergy, and a
distinguished psychologist who are all responsible for submitting a comprehensive report on the conditions
at the Carmichael Road Detention Centre. This report will be instrumental in developing adequate
safeguards to protect all persons at the facility, and to ensure the facility is in compliance to satisfy all
international and domestic obligations for the Government of The Bahamas.

X The UNHCR representative toured the Carmichael Road Detention Centre along with other areas/
settlements with large numbers of migrants.

12 Verbally (during The Bahamas' UPR process) and in writing (The Bahamas' State reports for its UPR,
CERD, CEDAW, and CRC).

13 Asaresult of The Bahamas UPR Session, the Government of The Bahamas was able to obtain technical
assistance from the Government of Turkey to participate in the United Nations Institute for Training and
Research (UNITAR) training session which was developed as a comprehensive regional capacity
development training for Member States of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) that was held on 8-12
December 2008 in Paramaribo, Republic of Suriname.

% Due to the current legal reform process along with severe economic constraints arising from the current
economic climate throughout the international community.

> The Government of The Bahamas would like to inform the HRC that as soon as the current process has
been finalized and improved, the Government of The Bahamas will work towards obtaining the technical
expertise of various United Nation Agencies and international organizations during its process of developing
a National Human Rights Institution in conformity with the Paris Principles .

® This is the Government Ministry responsible for overseeing all aspects of education throughout the
Commonwealth of The Bahamas.

" New legislation currently in force throughout The Bahamas empowers courts to subject persons
convicted of crimes with punitive sentences less than three years to receive electronic monitoring instead of
being remanded in prison. The Government of The Bahamas has decided that not everyone who breaks the
law needs to be in prison if there are other ways that society can punish them. In addition, the Government
has developed protections for all actorsinvolved with electronic monitoring. Firstly, a judge must agree that
electronic monitoring is appropriate in lieu of a portion of the term of imprisonment. Secondly, the accused
person must apply for it, and thirdly, the prosecutor has to agree.

8 The Attorney-General and Minister of Legal Affairs, Senator the Hon. Michael Barnett indicated during a
speech to mark the opening of the legal year that, “The Council [National Advisory Council] agreed with the
Government that crime was at an unacceptably high level, but that it had been at a high level for some time.
The problem did not occur overnight and the solution will not come quickly. The solution rests with all
persons in The Bahamas being outraged by the problem, and doing their part, individually and collectively,
to rid our communities of it...It [National Advisory Council] expressed serious concern about the criminal
justice system, the slowness in moving cases through the system...The remedying of these systematic
problems in the criminal justice system must be given the greatest priority, but care must be taken to avoid
temptation that law enforcement is the panacea to our crime problem. To arrest more and more people, and
place them before a justice system that is simply not working, will increase the backlog in the courts and
could cause further deterioration to the tenuous relationship between the public and police. Indeed, the
response to the crime problem goes far beyond improvements to law enforcement and the criminal justice
system”.

* Due to inherent financial, human resource and technical capacity constraints, the Government of The
Bahamas has been unable to submit its periodic reports in a timely manner. The Government of The
Bahamas was able to submit its UPR State report on time and is presently finalizing its State reports for
CERD, CEDAW and the CRC, respectively, which should be submitted by the end of March 2009. Once
these three outstanding human rights reports have been submitted to their respective treaty bodies, the
Government of The Bahamas will have resolved all issues relating to its outstanding human rights reporting
obligations.

% Pplease refer to number 8 in the previous section for additional information.
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2L Djibouti, Malaysia and the Netherlands.

2 Senator the Hon. Michael Barnett, Attorney General of The Bahamas and Minister of Legal Affairs
informed the Working Group during the adoption of The Bahamas' State report that, “Mr. President, we have
taken due note of the various recommendations made by members. Many of them we have undertaken to
implement. Many of them we have already started to implement. Others require further consideration as to
how best their objectives may be achieved. Some of them, however, we are unable to accept at this time.
Indeed, Mr. President, even with respect to those recommendations that we have been unable to support, our
reservation in some is based upon the language and not in the purpose of the recommendation. Nonetheless,
we accept the spirit and sincerity with which all recommendations have been made. However, the process
continues. The work of the Human Rights Council and the support of member states are essential to further
progress in enhancing human rights both in The Bahamas and around the world”.

% The Royal Bahamas Police Force Act, Part XII — Police Complaints.



